
The Architectural Profession
in Europe 2012 

- A Sector Study Commissioned by the 
Architects’ Council of Europe

PART TWO -
COUNTRY FACTSHEETS

December 2012



 
Page  2           The Architectural Profession in Europe 2012 - Country Profiles Page  �  The Architectural Profession in Europe 2012 - Country Profiles

Mirza & Nacey 
Research

Mirza & Nacey 
Research

GDP & Construction Output

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

A
ustria

Public
Non-Housing

Public
Housing

Private
Other Commercial

Private
Housing

in
de

x,
 2

00
0=

10
0

90

100

110

120

130

140
construction output

GDP

1211100908070605040302012000

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Estonia
Malta

Luxembourg
Latvia

Cyprus
Slovenia
Lithuania
Slovakia

Croatia
Ireland

Bulgaria
FYROM

Bosnia & Herzogovina
Finland
Norway

Hungary
Austria

Switzerland
Sweden

Romania
Czech Republic

Denmark
Netherlands

Belgium
Poland
Greece

Portugal
France

United Kingdom
Turkey
Spain

Germany
Italy

102 000
 147 000

51 000

A
us

tr
ia

OthersPublic Sector
Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

4,600 architects

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 87.5 99.7 98.9

Another country 12.5 0.� 1.1

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 2�

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.2 7.8 7.8

Pay: 4.2 4.2 4.7

Quality of life: 6.0 5.9 6.1

Business environment: 6.1 5.9 6.0

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �� �5 �7

by clients 66 69 62

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 50,000 40,000 4�,000

Partners / Directors 40,000 42,000 46,�00

Private practice Salaried n/a 40,000 �9,000

Freelance n/a 40,000 42,000

Other Private n/a 52,500 65,000

Local / central govt n/a n/a 105,000

Other Public n/a n/a 45,000

ALL 48,000 42,000 45,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 54.0 49.0 51.1

Partner / director 51.� 47.� 50.5

Private practice Salaried 48.8 45.8 40.9

Freelance n/a �9.6 42.7

Local / central govt n/a n/a �9.2

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 526 �,65� �,406

Number of participants 160 672 58�

Response rate  �0% 18% 17.1

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-8% +/-4% +/-�.8

2008 2010 2012*

Population 8,��1,9�0 8,�75,290 8,44�,018

GDP, € millions 28�,085 279,607 �00,712

GDP per head ��,976 ��,�85 �5,617

Construction output, € m �7,1�1 �5,8�0 �9,574

Construction as % GDP 1� 1� 1�

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * �,800 4,500 4,600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.5 0.5 0.5

Number male architects �,2�0 �,78� �,750

Number female archts 570 717 850

Number aged under 40 912 760 820

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 297 256 26�

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 198,915 148,967 107,774

6 to 10 person practice 457,591 614,141 64�,469

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 1,77� 1,476 1,640

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 985 896 754

2-5 architectural staff 679 501 784

6-�0 architectural staff 109 76 102

�1+ architectural staff 0 2 0

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 66 65 64

Partners / Directors �0 22 25

Private practice Salaried � 5 5

Private in-house 0 1 0

Freelance 0 2 2

Other Private 1 2 2

Local / central govt 0 1 1

Other Public 0 2 0

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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1�,200 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 95.8 98.4 99.8

Another country 4.2 1.6 0.2

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 25

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.2 6.8 7.0

Pay: 4.� 4.0 4.6

Quality of life: 5.8 5.5 5.6

Business environment: 6.5 6.1 6.4

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 26 21 24

by clients 51 51 52

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �0,600 �0,000 45,000

Partners / Directors 24,000 45,000 45,000

Private practice Salaried 24,000 40,000 47,500

Freelance �0,000 �0,000 29,850

Other Private �1,000 �0,000 �0,000

Local / central govt 28,500 41,891 41,250

Other Public n/a 45,000 �5,000

ALL �0,000 �2,��0 �1,700

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 5�.5 47.7 5�.7

Partner / director 58.� 49.7 54.5

Private practice salaried 49.8 48.5 46.8

Freelance 45.1 41.4 46.6

Local / central govt 4�.0 ��.2 �8.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 2,101 10,�78 6,�74

Number of participants �18 756 446

Response rate  15% 7% 7.0

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-5% +/-�% +/-4.6

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 10,666,866 10,827,000 11,041,266

GDP, € millions �45,006 �49,122 �69,8�6

GDP per head �2,�44 �2,246 ��,496

Construction output, € m 56,278 5�,699 56,1�5

Construction as % GDP 16 15 15

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 11,500 1�,000 1�,200

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.1 1.2 1.2

Number male architects 8,740 9,918 9,460

Number female archts 2,760 �,082 �,740

Number aged under 40 6,210 5,775 7,220

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) �27 556 529

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 88,979 116,4�4 78,786

6 to 10 person practice 171,167 61�,15� 4�9,862

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices �,894 4,167 �,709

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 2,40� 2,641 2,241

2-5 architectural staff 1,288 1,258 1,112

6-�0 architectural staff 187 260 �52

�1+ architectural staff 16 8 4

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 21 21 15

Partners / Directors 12 11 8

Private practice Salaried 8 7 7

Private in-house 0 0 0

Freelance 22 25 �0

Other Private 28 29 ��

Local / central govt 6 2 �

Other Public � 4 4

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

Workloads 2012

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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2,900 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 98.6 96.7

Another country n/a 1.4 �.�

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 27

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.5 7.4

Pay: n/a 4.1 4.2

Quality of life: n/a 4.5 4.6

Business environment: n/a 4.7 4.7

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a �1 25

by clients n/a 5� �6

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 7,671 12,271

Partners / Directors n/a 20,455 14,000

Private practice Salaried n/a 6,204 4,908

Freelance n/a 5,881 6,1�5

Other Private n/a n/a 4,602

Local / central govt n/a n/a 2,045

Other Public n/a n/a 2,211

ALL n/a 7,671 6,1�5

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 4�.� 48.�

Partner / director n/a 47.7 46.0

Private practice salaried n/a 48.� 42.1

Freelance n/a �8.6 52.8

Local / central govt n/a 41.� 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 1,215 n/a

Number of participants n/a 141 28�

Response rate  n/a 12% n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-8% +/-5.5

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 7,640,2�8 7,56�,710 7,�27,224

GDP, € millions �5,4�1 �5,558 �8,48�

GDP per head 4,6�7 4,701 5,252

Construction output, € m 6,562 �,258 4,859

Construction as % GDP 19 9 1�

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * n/a 2,900 2,900

Number of architects 
per 1000 population n/a 0.4 0.4

Number male architects n/a 1,440 1,�00

Number female archts n/a 1,460 1,600

Number aged under 40 n/a 1,�05 1,200

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 46 27

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a 52,452 17,78�

6 to 10 person practice n/a 92,18� 76,255

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 76� 9�0

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a �87 457

2-5 architectural staff n/a �02 416

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 7� 56

�1+ architectural staff n/a 0 1

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a �� �6

Partners / Directors n/a 9 10

Private practice Salaried n/a �7 �6

Private in-house n/a 0 1

Freelance n/a 15 8

Other Private n/a � 1

Local / central govt n/a 1 5

Other Public n/a 1 5

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

Workloads 2012

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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2,250 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 64 50

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a 66,�79 74,660

6 to 10 person practice n/a 218,190 160,050

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 605 8�5

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a 254 4�6

2-5 architectural staff n/a �00 �57

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 50 41

�1+ architectural staff n/a 2 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 24 25

Partners / Directors n/a 19 21

Private practice Salaried n/a �9 �6

Private in-house n/a 2 0

Freelance n/a 5 �

Other Private n/a 2 2

Local / central govt n/a 4 4

Other Public n/a 4 8

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 98.7 99.0

Another country n/a 1.� 1.0

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 29

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 8.0 8.�

Pay: n/a 4.8 5.�

Quality of life: n/a 5.7 5.9

Business environment: n/a 4.7 5.0

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 18 20

by clients n/a �7 26

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 1�,746 12,087

Partners / Directors n/a 14,090 11,594

Private practice Salaried n/a 16,152 14,675

Freelance n/a 15,464 10,940

Other Private n/a 15,121 16,010

Local / central govt n/a 15,945 14,142

Other Public n/a 15,670 19,212

ALL n/a 14,4�� 1�,�41

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 44.1 45.9

Partner / director n/a 45.0 44.9

Private practice salaried n/a �6.9 40.0

Freelance n/a 40.0 44.4

Local / central govt n/a 40.0 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 2,200 2,129

Number of participants n/a 404 42�

Response rate  n/a 18% 19.9

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-4% +/-4.�

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 4,4�5,�8� 4,425,747 4,�98,150

GDP, € millions 47,�65 45,779 44,892

GDP per head 10,679 10,�44 10,207

Construction output, € m n/a n/a n/a

Construction as % GDP n/a n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * n/a 2,200 2,250

Number of architects 
per 1000 population n/a 0.5 0.5

Number male architects n/a 965 1,020

Number female archts n/a 1,2�5 1,2�0

Number aged under 40 n/a 658 710

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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8,000 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012*

Estimated market (€m) n/a 7� 153*

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a 48,487 57,967

6 to 10 person practice n/a �80,286 259,958

2008 2010 2012*

Number of practices n/a 756 2,031*

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a 442 1,082*

2-5 architectural staff n/a 257 797*

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 55 152*

�1+ architectural staff n/a 2 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a �2 �0

Partners / Directors n/a 9 8

Private practice Salaried n/a 21 �0

Private in-house n/a 0 0

Freelance n/a �1 27

Other Private n/a 1 1

Local / central govt n/a 4 �

Other Public n/a � 1

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 99.1 98.�

Another country n/a 0.9 1.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 19

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.� 7.�

Pay: n/a 4.7 4.8

Quality of life: n/a 6.5 6.5

Business environment: n/a 5.8 5.9

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a �0 27

by clients n/a 70 77

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 14,570 18,107

Partners / Directors n/a 19,427 26,154

Private practice Salaried n/a 15,271 14,485

Freelance n/a 14,165 1�,294

Other Private n/a n/a 12,011

Local / central govt n/a 16,998 14,485

Other Public n/a 14,570 14,888

ALL n/a 15,015 14,888

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 45.8 47.6

Partner / director n/a 45.6 48.�

Private practice salaried n/a 46.2 42.9

Freelance n/a 40.4 47.9

Local / central govt n/a 40.� 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 2,4�4 �,000

Number of participants n/a 488 446

Response rate  n/a 20% 14.9

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-4% +/-4.�

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 10,�81,1�0 10,506,81� 10,504,20�

GDP, € millions 147,879 145,955 154,91�

GDP per head 14,245 1�,891 14,748

Construction output, € m �4,510 28,987 27,124

Construction as % GDP 2� 20 18

2008 2010 2012*

Number of architects * �,000 �,�00 8,000*

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.� 0.� 0.8*

Number male architects n/a 2,�1� 5,440*

Number female archts n/a 987 2,560*

Number aged under 40 n/a 8�2 2,320*
* Estimate. The 2012 has been revised and is based on data from 
a different source compared with 2010 and 2008.

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP

* The base data used to calculate market size has been revised for 
2012 and is therefore not comparable with the 2010 estimate.

* The base data used to calculate number of practices has been 
revised for 2012 and is therefore not comparable with 2010.
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9,800 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) �56 �09 448*

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 291,700 129,768 160,624

6 to 10 person practice 566,��0 1,1�8,�52 771,921

2008 2010 2012*

Number of practices 727 762 1,782*

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff �9� �84 1,106*

2-5 architectural staff 167 241 535*

6-�0 architectural staff 121 12� 129*

�1+ architectural staff 46 14 12*

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 11 12 12

Partners / Directors 7 16 1�

Private practice Salaried �2 26 29

Private in-house 4 2 2

Freelance 2 � 1

Other Private 10 7 8

Local / central govt 24 2� 25

Other Public 10 12 10

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 96.7 95.1 97.4

Another country �.� 4.9 2.6

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 20

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.4 8.1 8.2

Pay: 6.8 6.5 6.8

Quality of life: 7.9 7.7 8.0

Business environment: 7.4 7.� 7.4

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 66 52 66

by clients 77 67 74

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 67,150 60,449 62,51�

Partners / Directors 5�,720 67,165 69,907

Private practice Salaried 5�,720 48,�59 60,496

Freelance n/a 19,478 �0,961

Other Private 46,7�6 1�,4�� 64,664

Local / central govt 5�,720 54,5�8 5�,774

Other Public �0,218 56,419 6�,050

ALL 5�,720 54,721 60,496

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 44.� 4�.6 4�.0

Partner / director 47.0 44.9 45.4

Private practice salaried �9.5 �6.5 �7.�

Freelance 40.0 �6.9 �9.8

Local / central govt 40.1 �6.4 �7.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 850 1,100 5,�99

Number of participants 159 454 74�

Response rate  19% 41% 1�.8

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-8% +/-4% +/-�.4

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 5,475,791 5,5�4,7�8 5,580,516

GDP, € millions 2��,482 228,�71 2�9,245

GDP per head 42,6�9 41,261 42,871

Construction output, € m �0,510 20,518 24,924

Construction as % GDP 1� 9 10

2008 2010 2012*

Number of architects * 7,000 7,000 9,800*

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.� 1.� 1.8*

Number male architects �,570 �,9�6 5,500*

Number female archts �,4�0 �,064 4,300*

Number aged under 40 2,800 2,�07 2,650*
* Estimate. The 2012 has been revised and is based on data from 
a different source compared with 2010 and 2008.

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP

* The base data used to calculate market size has been revised for 
2012 and is therefore not comparable with the 2010 estimate.

* The base data used to calculate number of practices has been 
revised for 2012 and is therefore not comparable with 2010.
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Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

600 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 28 1� 29

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a 57,574

6 to 10 person practice �22,500 n/a 116,288

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 190 145 172

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 81 75 52

2-5 architectural staff 66 48 98

6-�0 architectural staff 42 20 2�

�1+ architectural staff 1 0 1

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 16 28 26

Partners / Directors 56 9 21

Private practice Salaried 20 41 47

Private in-house 0 0 0

Freelance 4 6 5

Other Private 4 � 0

Local / central govt 0 9 2

Other Public 0 � 0

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 100 100 100

Another country 0 0 0

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 16

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.� 8.1 8.�

Pay: 6.0 4.2 4.7

Quality of life: 6.6 5.8 5.8

Business environment: 6.7 7.0 6.9

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 12 �� 29

by clients 60 45 5�

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 41,280 n/a 7,200

Partners / Directors 25,800 n/a 20,000

Private practice Salaried n/a 11,504 1�,500

Freelance n/a n/a 10,000

Other Private n/a 15,786 n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

ALL 25,800 11,504 10,080

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 56.0 42.5 44.�

Partner / director 45.� �0.7 42.6

Private practice salaried 4�.8 40.� �9.8

Freelance n/a 41.7 42.5

Local / central govt n/a 40.0 n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 70 6�0 154

Number of participants 25 �� 51

Response rate  �6% 5% ��.1

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-19% +/-17% +/-1�.1

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 1,�40,9�5 1,�40,127 1,��9,662

GDP, € millions 16,107 1�,846 15,951

GDP per head 12,012 10,��2 11,907

Construction output, € m �,�22 1,84� 2,572

Construction as % GDP 21 1� 16

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 700 600 600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.5 0.4 0.4

Number male architects 588 400 410

Number female archts 112 200 190

Number aged under 40 252 169 70

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

�,250 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 4� 117 162

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 70,000 164,42� 1�1,209

6 to 10 person practice �50,000 501,78� 629,257

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices �55 �6� 661

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 140 159 �79

2-5 architectural staff 100 1�� 21�

6-�0 architectural staff 106 69 68

�1+ architectural staff 9 � 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 12 15 1�

Partners / Directors 12 14 11

Private practice Salaried �1 29 40

Private in-house 1 1 1

Freelance 2 2 0

Other Private 8 � �

Local / central govt 25 26 21

Other Public 8 11 11

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 100 95.4 97.�

Another country 0 4.6 2.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 15

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.0 8.0 8.1

Pay: 6.0 5.8 6.�

Quality of life: 7.5 7.6 7.6

Business environment: 7.0 6.8 7.0

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 4� 40 4�

by clients 70 70 58

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �5,000 45,000 50,000

Partners / Directors 49,250 52,000 70,000

Private practice Salaried �6,000 42,500 42,500

Freelance n/a 25,000 n/a

Other Private �6,500 44,000 �6,600

Local / central govt 45,000 47,000 49,000

Other Public 42,500 46,250 52,000

ALL �9,600 45,000 48,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 44.9 4�.1 45.�

Partner / director 4�.� 42.7 4�.9

Private practice salaried �7.9 40.� �7.9

Freelance �8.8 �7.1 n/a

Local / central govt �9.0 �6.2 �6.8

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted �44 1,6�7 2,286

Number of participants 20� 560 �84

Response rate  59% �4% 16.8

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-7% +/-4% +/-4.7

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 5,�00,484 5,�51,427 5,401,267

GDP, € millions 184,649 176,1�2 189,�68

GDP per head �4,8�6 �2,91� �5,060

Construction output, € m �2,229 �2,298 ��,922

Construction as % GDP 17 18 18

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * �,600 �,050 �,250

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.7 0.6 0.6

Number male architects 1,800 1,705 1,760

Number female archts 1,800 1,�45 1,490

Number aged under 40 1,152 779 890

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Agency / Others

Public Sector

Freelance Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

29,900 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 1,104 1,�02 1,254

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 1�8,158 196,787 169,294

6 to 10 person practice 698,57� 774,945 88�,467

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 8,157 7,891 7,968

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 4,900 5,�86 5,�2�

2-5 architectural staff 2,8�� 2,175 2,��8

6-�0 architectural staff 417 �28 �0�

�1+ architectural staff 7 � 4

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 2� 28 26

Partners / Directors 5 5 5

Private practice Salaried 18 16 17

Private in-house 1 0 0

Freelance 25 21 20

Other Private 24 2� 26

Local / central govt 2 2 �

Other Public 4 4 4

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 91.7 97.7 97.9

Another country 8.� 2.� 2.1

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 1�

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.4 7.� 7.�

Pay: 4.5 4.4 4.8

Quality of life: 6.1 5.8 5.6

Business environment: 6.� 6.1 6.1

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 20 27 21

by clients 62 64 55

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 29,000 �0,000 �0,000

Partners / Directors 42,000 ��,000 42,000

Private practice Salaried 46,800 �9,000 �8,000

Freelance �5,000 28,000 25,000

Other Private �7,200 �2,250 �2,500

Local / central govt n/a 41,400 �7,200

Other Public n/a �6,600 47,714

ALL �6,000 ��,000 �0,250

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 49.0 46.7 50.4

Partner / director 51.4 44.� 48.5

Private practice salaried 48.� 47.5 46.4

Freelance 48.5 �6.7 48.6

Local / central govt �7.0 �7.5 �7.9

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 1,500 21,781 18,216

Number of participants 142 1,202 957

Response rate  9% 6% 5.�

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-8% +/-2% +/- �.1

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 6�,75�,140 64,71�,762 65,�97,912

GDP, € millions 1,948,511 1,946,564 1,996,58�

GDP per head �0,56� �0,080 �0,5�0

Construction output, € m 262,849 245,485 241,9�0

Construction as % GDP 1� 1� 12

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 29,400 29,700 29,900

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.5 0.5 0.5

Number male architects 12,9�6 21,641 20,160

Number female archts 16,464 8,059 9,740

Number aged under 40 1�,818 8,429 9,290

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

101,600 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) �,988 4,095 4,19�

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 88,458 86,449 94,088

6 to 10 person practice 406,027 6��,444 440,416

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices �2,�11 �5,021 �7,026

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 18,970 22,79� 21,81�

2-5 architectural staff 10,75� 10,�05 1�,6�7

6-�0 architectural staff 2,460 1,84� 1,52�

�1+ architectural staff 128 80 54

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 40 62 �2

Partners / Directors 14 10 14

Private practice Salaried 20 14 26

Private in-house 5 � 7

Freelance � � 4

Other Private 7 2 6

Local / central govt 7 2 8

Other Public 4 2 4

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 92.1 99.7 96.6

Another country 7.9 0.� �.4

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 21

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.4 7.5 7.5

Pay: 4.1 4.0 4.7

Quality of life: 5.5 5.6 6.0

Business environment: 6.1 5.7 6.6

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �8 40 46

by clients 57 60 52

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 40,000 4�,500 50,000

Partners / Directors 46,�00 50,000 60,000

Private practice Salaried �6,000 �4,290 �7,200

Freelance �5,000 25,000 40,000

Other Private 48,000 50,000 54,500

Local / central govt 45,000 42,976 50,000

Other Public 50,500 48,100 50,000

ALL 40,000 42,488 48,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 51.5 49.2 50.6

Partner / director 51.8 47.1 50.1

Private practice salaried 46.1 �6.7 40.�

Freelance 46.9 �9.9 47.5

Local / central govt 4�.0 �9.� 40.1

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 12,000 7,�00 n/a

Number of participants �,460 �9� 840

Response rate  29% 5% n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-2% +/-5% +/- �.4

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 82,221,808 81,802,257 81,84�,74�

GDP, € millions 2,481,200 2,4�2,�82 2,592,600

GDP per head �0,177 29,7�5 �1,677

Construction output, € m 217,�50 225,97� 247,6��

Construction as % GDP 9 9 10

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 95,000 100,500 101,600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.2 1.2 1.2

Number male architects 67,450 79,001 65,070

Number female archts 27,550 21,499 �6,5�0

Number aged under 40 29,450 14,02� �5,520

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

16,400 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 294 289 171

Average revenue per:

2 person practice ��,612 50,720 ��,861

6 to 10 person practice 284,625 190,067 71,500

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices �,821 �,818 5,219

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 1,56� 1,985 2,892

2-5 architectural staff 1,8�1 1,60� 2,180

6-�0 architectural staff �44 220 147

�1+ architectural staff 8� 10 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 14 49 56

Partners / Directors 15 5 6

Private practice Salaried 19 17 14

Private in-house 1 0 0

Freelance 2� 9 6

Other Private 7 � �

Local / central govt 8 10 7

Other Public 14 7 8

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 94 96.5 98.7

Another country 6 �.5 1.�

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 57

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.9 7.2 7.�

Pay: 5.1 4.� 4.0

Quality of life: 6.0 5.5 5.1

Business environment: 6.4 6.1 6.0

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �9 �2 2�

by clients 50 54 42

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �0,000 �0,000 20,000

Partners / Directors �0,000 42,500 22,500

Private practice Salaried 18,000 14,700 1�,200

Freelance 20,000 1�,100 10,000

Other Private 22,500 n/a 1�,200

Local / central govt 21,500 20,000 19,000

Other Public �0,08� 20,000 20,000

ALL 24,000 20,000 18,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 54.2 42.1 47.6

Partner / director 50.� 51.4 45.6

Private practice salaried 44.0 �9.1 41.8

Freelance 48.2 41.2 45.2

Local / central govt 44.9 �7.0 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 1,700 2,567 �,8�8

Number of participants �94 �14 490

Response rate  2�% 12% 12.8

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-5% +/-6% +/- 4.4

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 11,214,992 11,295,002 11,290,785

GDP, € millions 2�5,679 2�2,767 215,088

GDP per head 21,015 20,608 19,050

Construction output, € m 26,689 19,57� 12,110

Construction as % GDP 11 8 6

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 15,000 15,800 16,400

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.� 1.4 1.5

Number male architects 7,200 6,8�0 6,800

Number female archts 7,800 8,970 9,600

Number aged under 40 7,950 8,28� 9,250

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Partner/Director

Sole Principal

4,000 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a n/a 61

Average revenue per: n/a n/a

2 person practice n/a n/a 17,�11

6 to 10 person practice n/a n/a 146,850

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a n/a 699

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a n/a 262

2-5 architectural staff n/a n/a �78

6-�0 architectural staff n/a n/a 59

�1+ architectural staff n/a n/a 0

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a 25

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 9

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a 27

Private in-house n/a n/a 5

Freelance n/a n/a 8

Other Private n/a n/a �

Local / central govt n/a n/a 12

Other Public n/a n/a 11

2008 2010 2012*

Population 10,045,401 10,01�,000 9,962,000

GDP, € millions 105,545 97,095 100,51�

GDP per head 10,507 9,697 10,090

Construction output, € m 10,625 8,1�1 7,496

Construction as % GDP 10 8 7

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 4,000 4,000 4,000

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.4 0.4 0.4

Number male architects n/a n/a 2,680

Number female archts n/a n/a 1,�20

Number aged under 40 n/a n/a 1,070

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a n/a n/a

Number of participants n/a n/a 191

Response rate  n/a n/a n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a n/a +/- 6.9

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a n/a 98.�

Another country n/a n/a 1.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a �8

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a n/a 7.7

Pay: n/a n/a �.9

Quality of life: n/a n/a 4.6

Business environment: n/a n/a 4.1

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a n/a 16

by clients n/a n/a �7

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a 8,021

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 7,528

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a 7,810

Freelance n/a n/a 6,��2

Other Private n/a n/a 14,072

Local / central govt n/a n/a 12,664

Other Public n/a n/a 10,554

ALL n/a n/a 8,795

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a n/a 45.6

Partner / director n/a n/a 42.2

Private practice salaried n/a n/a 41.5

Freelance n/a n/a 40.9

Local / central govt n/a n/a �9.6

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Sole Principal

2,600 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 409 172 112

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 146,294 116,�90 101,�24

6 to 10 person practice 498,45� 718,106 501,000

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 694 824 1,027

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 196 448 686

2-5 architectural staff ��2 �19 �02

6-�0 architectural staff 148 55 �8

�1+ architectural staff 18 2 1

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 16 26 26

Partners / Directors 2� 28 26

Private practice Salaried 40 26 26

Private in-house 1 1 0

Freelance 2 � 2

Other Private 4 2 4

Local / central govt 8 9 9

Other Public 4 6 6

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 81.8 90.5 87.�

Another country 18.2 9.5 12.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a �7

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.9 7.2 6.7

Pay: 5.8 4.1 �.9

Quality of life: 6.7 5.7 5.6

Business environment: 6.� 5.4 5.�

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �0 18 1�

by clients 59 54 51

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 75,000 40,000 25,000

Partners / Directors 80,000 55,000 45,000

Private practice Salaried 60,000 45,000 42,000

Freelance n/a 2�,500 �1,000

Other Private 72,500 66,500 55,194

Local / central govt 70,000 72,000 76,000

Other Public 60,000 74,000 71,000

ALL 65,000 50,250 4�,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 44.6 41.4 4�.0

Partner / director 50.� 44.6 44.8

Private practice salaried 41.9 �7.8 �8.6

Freelance 40.0 �8.0 �8.8

Local / central govt 40.6 �6.1 �6.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 410 2,24� 2,�00

Number of participants 147 547 �61

Response rate  �6% 24% 15.7

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-8% +/-4% +/- 4.8

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 4,419,859 4,455,780 4,495,�51

GDP, € millions 179,989 155,491 156,4�8

GDP per head 40,72� �4,896 �4,800

Construction output, € m �0,889 14,250 11,662

Construction as % GDP 17 9 7

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * �,500 2,600 2,600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.8 0.6 0.6

Number male architects 2,695 1,811 1,790

Number female archts 805 789 810

Number aged under 40 1,960 1,088 960

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried Partner/Director

Sole Principal

147,000 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 2,709 2,775

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a 52,108 60,�80

6 to 10 person practice n/a 470,57� 25�,669

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 5�,081 58,�97

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a �9,�52 44,484

2-5 architectural staff n/a 11,994 1�,158

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 1,685 752

�1+ architectural staff n/a 50 �

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a �9 46

Partners / Directors n/a 10 6

Private practice Salaried n/a 20 17

Private in-house n/a 1 2

Freelance n/a 16 1�

Other Private n/a 9 9

Local / central govt n/a � 4

Other Public n/a 2 4

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 94.2 99.�

Another country n/a 5.8 0.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 40

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 6.6 6.5

Pay: n/a �.1 �.9

Quality of life: n/a 4.8 5.2

Business environment: n/a 4.9 5.2

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 22 �0

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 20,000 27,000

Partners / Directors n/a 27,900 �4,500

Private practice Salaried n/a 15,750 24,000

Freelance n/a 15,000 20,000

Other Private n/a 22,000 25,000

Local / central govt n/a �0,000 �0,000

Other Public n/a n/a 28,000

ALL n/a 20,000 25,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 40.8 4�.0

Partner / director n/a 4�.� 44.1

Private practice salaried n/a 45.0 41.8

Freelance n/a 40.2 40.8

Local / central govt n/a �6.0 �6.4

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a n/a 64,2�0

Number of participants n/a 124 14,004

Response rate  n/a n/a 21.8

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-9% +/- 0.8

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 59,618,114 60,�40,�28 60,850,782

GDP, € millions 1,567,851 1,55�,�50 1,580,220

GDP per head 26,298 25,74� 25,969

Construction output, € m 204,401 185,616 180,2��

Construction as % GDP 1� 12 11

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * n/a 145,000 147,000

Number of architects 
per 1000 population n/a 2.4 2.4

Number male architects n/a 102,190 92,�00

Number female archts n/a 42,810 54,700

Number aged under 40 n/a 84,2�8 49,900

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a n/a n/a

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a n/a

6 to 10 person practice n/a n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a n/a n/a

estimated number 
practices with - n/a n/a n/a

1 architectural staff n/a n/a n/a

2-5 architectural staff n/a n/a n/a

6-�0 architectural staff n/a n/a n/a

�1+ architectural staff n/a n/a n/a

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a n/a

Partners / Directors n/a n/a n/a

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a n/a

Private in-house n/a n/a n/a

Freelance n/a n/a n/a

Other Private n/a n/a n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

Workloads

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a n/a n/a

Another country n/a n/a n/a

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a n/a

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.� n/a

Pay: n/a 2.� n/a

Quality of life: n/a 5.5 n/a

Business environment: n/a 5.� n/a

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 0 n/a

by clients n/a 50 n/a

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a n/a

Partners / Directors n/a n/a n/a

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a n/a

Freelance n/a n/a n/a

Other Private n/a n/a n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

ALL n/a n/a n/a

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a n/a n/a

Partner / director n/a n/a n/a

Private practice salaried n/a n/a n/a

Freelance n/a n/a n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 141 n/a

Number of participants n/a 5 n/a

Response rate  n/a 4% n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-44% n/a

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 2,270,894 2,248,�74 2,042,�71

GDP, € millions 2�,0�7 16,69� 21,��8

GDP per head 10,145 7,425 10,447

Construction output, € m 7,241 �,7�7 �,705

Construction as % GDP �1 22 17

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 700 900 900

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.� 0.4 0.4

Number male architects n/a 225 n/a

Number female archts n/a 675 n/a

Number aged under 40 n/a 225 n/a

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 
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data not available

data not available

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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1,500 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 11 10

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a 29,148 n/a

6 to 10 person practice n/a 82,�24 n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 282 422

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a 10� 182

2-5 architectural staff n/a 105 168

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 75 7�

�1+ architectural staff n/a 0 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 28 24

Partners / Directors n/a 28 4�

Private practice Salaried n/a 20 19

Private in-house n/a 4 0

Freelance n/a 8 5

Other Private n/a 8 5

Local / central govt n/a 4 5

Other Public n/a 0 0

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 100 100

Another country n/a 0 0

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 18

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.8 7.9

Pay: n/a 4.0 4.4

Quality of life: n/a 5.8 5.8

Business environment: n/a 6.0 5.7

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 24 14

by clients n/a 56 �2

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 8,689 n/a

Partners / Directors n/a n/a n/a

Private practice Salaried n/a 5,792 n/a

Freelance n/a n/a n/a

Other Private n/a n/a n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

ALL n/a 6,951 n/a

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 41.� 42.5

Partner / director n/a 42.5 46.7

Private practice salaried n/a 47.0 45.0

Freelance n/a 20.0 40.0

Local / central govt n/a 40.0 �9.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a n/a n/a

Number of participants n/a 26 22

Response rate  n/a n/a n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-19% +/- 20.7

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population �,�66,�57 �,�29,0�9 �,199,771

GDP, € millions �2,288 25,820 �0,705

GDP per head 9,591 7,756 9,596

Construction output, € m 5,904 �,20� �,�78

Construction as % GDP 18 12 11

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * n/a 1,500 1,500

Number of architects 
per 1000 population n/a 0.5 0.5

Number male architects n/a 1,020 1,�00

Number female archts n/a 480 200

Number aged under 40 n/a 540 550

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP  n/a due to small sample
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per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �1 n/a �9

Partners / Directors 14 n/a 24

Private practice Salaried 15 n/a 10

Private in-house 1 n/a 0

Freelance 16 n/a 9

Other Private 16 n/a 19

Local / central govt 5 n/a 0

Other Public 1 n/a 0
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Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director
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680 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) �2 n/a �8

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a 154,000

6 to 10 person practice 605,778 n/a 68�,115

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 194 n/a 166

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 127 n/a 85

2-5 architectural staff 52 n/a 60

6-�0 architectural staff 15 n/a 22

�1+ architectural staff 0 n/a 0

2008 2010 2012*

Population 48�,799 502,066 524,85�

GDP, € millions �5,982 40,267 42,822

GDP per head 75,400 80,202 81,588

Construction output, € m 4,585 5,202 5,�06

Construction as % GDP 1� 1� 12

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 600 600 680

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 

1.2 1.2 1.�

Number male architects 414 n/a 490

Number female archts 186 n/a 190

Number aged under 40 2�4 n/a 260

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 54� n/a 516

Number of participants 75 n/a 89

Response rate  14% n/a 17.2

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/- 11% n/a +/- 9.7

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 89 n/a 96.6

Another country 11 n/a �.4

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 28

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.5 n/a 7.4

Pay: 5.5 n/a 5.4

Quality of life: 6.4 n/a 5.8

Business environment: 6.5 n/a 6.1

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 4� n/a �9

by clients 70 n/a 62

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 57,000 n/a 56,000

Partners / Directors 45,000 n/a 75,000

Private practice Salaried 90,000 n/a 82,000

Freelance n/a n/a �1,000

Other Private 50,000 n/a 50,000

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

ALL 50,000 n/a 56,400

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 50.0 n/a 50.2

Partner / director 49.6 n/a 48.7

Private practice salaried 47.6 n/a 48.5

Freelance 46.6 n/a 45.7

Local / central govt 4�.7 n/a n/a

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 9 n/a 18

Partners / Directors 15 n/a 16

Private practice Salaried �5 n/a 29

Private in-house 1 n/a 0

Freelance 12 n/a �

Other Private 5 n/a 11

Local / central govt 18 n/a 8

Other Public 5 n/a 16
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Public Sector

Freelance
Private Practice

Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

650 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 1� n/a 16

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 8�,�75 n/a 86,125

6 to 10 person practice 2�6,250 n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 8� n/a 146

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff �� n/a 56

2-5 architectural staff �� n/a 81

6-�0 architectural staff 15 n/a 9

�1+ architectural staff � n/a 0

2008 2010 2012*

Population 410,584 414,�72 420,085

GDP, € millions 5,�77 6,2�5 6,499

GDP per head 1�,100 15,046 15,471

Construction output, € m 415 50� 501

Construction as % GDP 8 8 8

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 500 650 650

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.2 1.6 1.5

Number male architects 405 n/a 490

Number female archts 95 n/a 160

Number aged under 40 265 n/a �70

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 400 n/a 272

Number of participants 95 n/a 41

Response rate  24% n/a 15.1

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/- 9% n/a +/- 14.8

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 86 n/a 97.5

Another country 14 n/a 2.5

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a �2

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.7 n/a 7.1

Pay: 5.1 n/a 4.4

Quality of life: 6.2 n/a 5.�

Business environment: 6.� n/a 5.�

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �5 n/a �4

by clients 52 n/a �9

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 51,000 n/a 25,000

Partners / Directors 42,000 n/a 45,000

Private practice Salaried 20,000 n/a 25,000

Freelance 25,000 n/a 50,000

Other Private n/a n/a 45,000

Local / central govt n/a n/a 25,000

Other Public n/a n/a 21,�00

ALL 25,250 n/a 25,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 57.1 n/a 52.9

Partner / director 54.1 n/a 46.�

Private practice salaried 45.8 n/a 42.�

Freelance 48.8 n/a 55.0

Local / central govt 46.9 n/a 56.7

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 902 976 807*

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 10�,714 228,5�2 n/a

6 to 10 person practice �25,909 8�5,500 n/a

Private Practice

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices �,�04 �,255 n/a

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 1,896 2,058 n/a

2-5 architectural staff 86� 852 n/a

6-�0 architectural staff 469 �21 n/a

�1+ architectural staff 76 2� n/a

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �1 20 n/a

Partners / Directors 45 21 n/a

Private practice Salaried 14 8 n/a

Private in-house � 0 n/a

Freelance � 7 n/a

Other Private 0 41 n/a

Local / central govt 2 0 n/a

Other Public � � n/a

Workloads 2011*

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 9�.� 98.5 n/a

Another country 6.7 1.5 n/a

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a n/a

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.� 7.9 n/a

Pay: 6.� 6.0 n/a

Quality of life: 7.7 7.6 n/a

Business environment: 7.5 7.� n/a

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 47 44 n/a

by clients 66 76 n/a

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 45,144 45,000 n/a

Partners / Directors 10�,500 71,000 n/a

Private practice Salaried 42,000 60,000 n/a

Freelance n/a 50,000 n/a

Other Private n/a 64,500 n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a 8�,000 n/a

ALL 54,000 55,000 n/a

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 48.0 48.4 n/a

Partner / director 47.� 45.9 n/a

Private practice salaried 46.2 48.0 n/a

Freelance 42.0 40.0 n/a

Local / central govt 50.0 n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012*

Number  contacted 1,167 2,410 n/a

Number of participants 118 214 n/a

Response rate  10% 9% n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-9% +/-7% n/a

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2010

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 16,404,282 16,577,612 16,7�0,�48

GDP, € millions 596,226 585,�18 606,111

GDP per head �6,�46 �5,�08 �6,228

Construction output, € m 85,665 75,162 76,91�

Construction as % GDP 14 1� 1�

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 9,100 9,900 10,700

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.6 0.6 0.6

Number male architects 7,826 7,994 n/a

Number female archts 1,274 1,906 n/a

Number aged under 40 2,912 �,2�8 n/a

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

10,700 architects

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP

*  source:  BNA Annual Financial Benchmark Survey, 2012 
(data refers to 2011)  Benchmark BNA jaarcijfers 2011

*  Non-participant in 2012 Survey but data provided with thanks 
the from  BNA Annual Financial Benchmark Survey, 2012

*  source for 2012:  BNA Annual Financial Benchmark Survey, 
2012 (data refers to 2011)  Benchmark BNA jaarcijfers 2011
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

1�,700 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 259 211

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a �5,645 24,566

6 to 10 person practice n/a 208,280 1�2,4�8

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 4,��0 4,42�

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a 2,221 2,516

2-5 architectural staff n/a 1,787 1,544

6-�0 architectural staff n/a �06 �59

�1+ architectural staff n/a 15 4

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 45 41

Partners / Directors n/a 1� 14

Private practice Salaried n/a 26 27

Private in-house n/a 1 2

Freelance n/a 5 5

Other Private n/a 5 �

Local / central govt n/a 4 5

Other Public n/a 1 2

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 95.7 92.�

Another country n/a 4.� 7.7

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 29

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.� 6.7

Pay: n/a 4.6 4.0

Quality of life: n/a 5.4 4.7

Business environment: n/a 5.7 5.�

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 46 50

by clients n/a 65 62

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 1�,604 14,45�

Partners / Directors n/a 22,674 2�,487

Private practice Salaried n/a 12,697 11,804

Freelance n/a 14,864 9,154

Other Private n/a 21,414 19,22�

Local / central govt n/a 1�,7�0 8,672

Other Public n/a 8,818 1,�49

ALL n/a 14,612 1�,249

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 46.0 48.4

Partner / director n/a 50.0 50.1

Private practice salaried n/a 44.6 40.8

Freelance n/a �9.9 42.5

Local / central govt n/a 41.2 41.9

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 7,52� 10,272

Number of participants n/a 704 560

Response rate  n/a 9% 5.5

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-4% +/- 4.1

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population �8,115,641 �8,167,�29 �8,208,618

GDP, € millions �6�,154 �5�,�06 �70,014

GDP per head 9,528 9,257 9,684

Construction output, € m 68,672 61,695 68,72�

Construction as % GDP 19 17 19

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 1�,500 1�,500 1�,700

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.4 0.4 0.4

Number male architects n/a 7,271 7,490

Number female archts n/a 6,229 6,210

Number aged under 40 n/a 7,22� 7,000

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP



 
Page  42           The Architectural Profession in Europe 2012 - Country Profiles Page  4�  The Architectural Profession in Europe 2012 - Country Profiles

Mirza & Nacey 
Research

Mirza & Nacey 
ResearchP

ortugal

Public
Non-Housing

Public
Housing

Private
Other

Commercial

Private
Housing

in
de

x,
 2

00
0=

10
0

80

90

100

110

120

130

140
construction output
GDP

1211100908070605040302012000

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Estonia
Malta

Luxembourg
Latvia

Cyprus
Slovenia
Lithuania
Slovakia

Croatia
Ireland

Bulgaria
FYROM

Bosnia & Herzogovina
Finland
Norway

Hungary
Austria

Switzerland
Sweden

Romania
Czech Republic

Denmark
Netherlands

Belgium
Poland
Greece

Portugal
France

United Kingdom
Turkey
Spain

Germany
Italy

102 000
 147 000

51 000

P
or

tu
ga

l

Others

Public Sector

Freelance
Private Practice

Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

17,100 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

* Estimate. The 2012 has been revised and is based on data from 
a different source compared with 2010 and 2008.

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a 11

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 12

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a �5

Private in-house n/a n/a 1

Freelance n/a n/a 15

Other Private n/a n/a 6

Local / central govt n/a n/a 1�

Other Public n/a n/a 7

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a n/a 261

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a �5,078

6 to 10 person practice n/a n/a 508,499

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a n/a �,226

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a n/a 1,485

2-5 architectural staff n/a n/a 1,522

6-�0 architectural staff n/a n/a 219

�1+ architectural staff n/a n/a 0

2008 2010 2012*

Population 10,617,575 10,6�7,71� 10,541,840

GDP, € millions 171,98� 172,670 170,907

GDP per head 16,198 16,2�2 16,212

Construction output, € m 29,541 25,246 22,671

Construction as % GDP 17 15 1�

2008 2010 2012*

Number of architects * 16,�00 1�,000 17,100

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.5 1.2 1.6

Number male architects n/a n/a 9,600

Number female archts n/a n/a 7,500

Number aged under 40 n/a n/a 12,500

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a n/a 15,469

Number of participants n/a n/a 1,678

Response rate  n/a n/a 10.8

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a n/a +/- 2.2

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a n/a 91.0

Another country n/a n/a 9.0

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 59

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a n/a 6.6

Pay: n/a n/a �.1

Quality of life: n/a n/a 4.4

Business environment: n/a n/a 5.8

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a n/a �0

by clients n/a n/a 49

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a 1�,000

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 14,�00

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a 10,600

Freelance n/a n/a 10,850

Other Private n/a n/a 11,900

Local / central govt n/a n/a 15,521

Other Public n/a n/a 18,150

ALL n/a n/a 12,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a n/a 4�.8

Partner / director n/a n/a 4�.1

Private practice salaried n/a n/a 40.0

Freelance n/a n/a 41.�

Local / central govt n/a n/a �6.0

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP

market size 
(€000s)

value per 
architect (€s)

value per 1000 
population (€s)

architectural 
market as 
per cent 

construction

2010 market 
size (€000s)

2008 market 
size (€000s)

Czech Republic 15�,4�� 19,179 14,607 0.6 73,045 n/a
Denmark 447,607 45,674 80,209 2.0 308,697 356,228

Portugal 261,110 15,270 24,769 1.� n/a n/a
Romania 90,111 12,177 4,219 0.4 63,551 112,659
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7,400 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 11� 64 90

Average revenue per:

2 person practice �9,680 29,227 52,789

6 to 10 person practice 129,915 68,07� 175,�58

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 1,275 1,697 1,851

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 478 1,026 756

2-5 architectural staff 557 560 992

6-�0 architectural staff 225 111 100

�1+ architectural staff 15 0 2

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 14 28 2�

Partners / Directors 2� 12 20

Private practice Salaried �7 �7 26

Private in-house 1 2 1

Freelance 10 10 �

Other Private 9 4 21

Local / central govt � 2 1

Other Public 5 5 5

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 9�.7 97.8 98.2

Another country 6.� 2.2 1.8

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a �2

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.4 8.� 8.�

Pay: 6.0 4.8 4.9

Quality of life: 6.6 6.0 5.9

Business environment: 6.7 5.� 5.4

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 40 44 �6

by clients 54 61 6�

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 16,788 4,699 11,�49

Partners / Directors 26,889 5,286 7,149

Private practice Salaried 11,472 5,286 5,517

Freelance 14,94� �,552 6,755

Other Private 10,912 5,874 4,05�

Local / central govt 11,192 11,445 �,242

Other Public 11,8�6 �,524 1,4�0

ALL 1�,990 4,699 6,485

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 51.5 4�.6 4�.8

Partner / director 50.5 4�.4 44.0

Private practice salaried 45.6 42.2 41.8

Freelance 50.8 40.2 4�.0

Local / central govt 45.8 n/a 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted �,070 547 899

Number of participants 607 204 �65

Response rate  20% �7% 40.6

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-4% +/-7% +/- 5.0

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 21,528,627 21,462,186 21,�55,849

GDP, € millions 1�9,765 12�,1�4 1�6,479

GDP per head 6,492 5,7�7 6,�91

Construction output, € m �1,814 19,877 22,0�4

Construction as % GDP 2� 16 16

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 5,500 5,500 7,400

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.� 0.� 0.�

Number male architects 2,860 2,91� 4,140

Number female archts 2,640 2,587 �,260

Number aged under 40 2,640 2,682 �,500

* Estimate. The 2012 has been revised and is based on data from 
a different source compared with 2010 and 2008.

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

1,600 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a 41 n/a

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a n/a

6 to 10 person practice n/a n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a 294 n/a

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a 1�6 n/a

2-5 architectural staff n/a 106 n/a

6-�0 architectural staff n/a 50 n/a

�1+ architectural staff n/a 1 n/a

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a �1 n/a

Partners / Directors n/a 1� n/a

Private practice Salaried n/a 22 n/a

Private in-house n/a 0 n/a

Freelance n/a 22 n/a

Other Private n/a � n/a

Local / central govt n/a � n/a

Other Public n/a 6 n/a

Workloads 2010

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a 9�.9 n/a

Another country n/a 6.1 n/a

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a n/a

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a 7.5 n/a

Pay: n/a 4.8 n/a

Quality of life: n/a 6.0 n/a

Business environment: n/a 5.8 n/a

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a 24 n/a

by clients n/a 70 n/a

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a 15,000 n/a

Partners / Directors n/a �8,000 n/a

Private practice Salaried n/a 1�,650 n/a

Freelance n/a 1�,000 n/a

Other Private n/a n/a n/a

Local / central govt n/a n/a n/a

Other Public n/a n/a n/a

ALL n/a 16,�78 n/a

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a 4�.7 n/a

Partner / director n/a �5.5 n/a

Private practice salaried n/a �8.8 n/a

Freelance n/a 40.0 n/a

Local / central govt n/a 40.0 n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted n/a 1,170 n/a

Number of participants n/a �4 n/a

Response rate  n/a �% n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a +/-17% n/a

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2010

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 5,400,998 5,424,925 5,404,�22

GDP, € millions 64,572 65,592 71,7�0

GDP per head 11,956 12,091 1�,27�

Construction output, € m 14,149 1�,��5 12,761

Construction as % GDP 22 20 18

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 1,�00 1,600 1,600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.2 0.� 0.�

Number male architects n/a 1,�58 n/a

Number female archts n/a 242 n/a

Number aged under 40 n/a 4�6 n/a

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector

Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried

Partner/Director

Sole Principal

1,400 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 41 10 42

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 51,220 n/a n/a

6 to 10 person practice �42,8�2 n/a n/a

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 288 186 417

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 1�7 75 202

2-5 architectural staff 100 59 177

6-�0 architectural staff 49 46 �7

�1+ architectural staff � 5 0

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 18 21 �4

Partners / Directors 1� 24 19

Private practice Salaried �� �6 25

Private in-house 2 0 0

Freelance 18 10 1�

Other Private 7 2 �

Local / central govt 5 5 �

Other Public � 2 �

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 100 92.7 97.1

Another country 0 7.� 2.9

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 62

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.9 8.2 7.1

Pay: 5.7 4.6 �.4

Quality of life: 6.6 6.1 5.0

Business environment: 6.5 6.0 4.5

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 21 16 17

by clients �7 �� 16

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals ��,000 24,000 20,500

Partners / Directors 26,000 17,000 ��,000

Private practice Salaried 16,500 �0,000 4,49�

Freelance 12,000 7,550 7,750

Other Private 15,600 n/a 22,000

Local / central govt 17,000 n/a 1�,500

Other Public n/a n/a 1,200

ALL 24,500 25,000 15,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 47.6 4�.9 44.7

Partner / director 48.9 40.6 46.2

Private practice salaried 45.7 42.5 41.7

Freelance 45.1 40.2 42.5

Local / central govt 44.0 �4.0 40.0

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 688 614 716

Number of participants 96 4� �7

Response rate  14% 7% 5.2

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-10% +/-15% +/- 15.9

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 2,025,866 2,046,976 2,055,496

GDP, € millions �7,�05 �5,800 �6,172

GDP per head 18,414 17,489 17,598

Construction output, € m 9,428 6,585 4,864

Construction as % GDP 25 18 1�

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 1,�50 1,400 1,400

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.7 0.7 0.7

Number male architects 729 700 800

Number female archts 621 700 600

Number aged under 40 702 600 450

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Number  contacted n/a n/a n/a

Number of participants n/a n/a 184

Response rate  n/a n/a n/a

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level n/a n/a +/- 7.2
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Public Sector Freelance

Private Practice
Salaried
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Sole Principal

51,000 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

Field of Employment

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

Working Hours

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a 21

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 11

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a 5

Private in-house n/a n/a 0

Freelance n/a n/a 14

Other Private n/a n/a 48

Local / central govt n/a n/a 1

Other Public n/a n/a 1

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) n/a n/a ��6

Average revenue per:

2 person practice n/a n/a 58,452

6 to 10 person practice n/a n/a 19�,125

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices n/a n/a 8,15�

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff n/a n/a 5,14�

2-5 architectural staff n/a n/a 2,8�2

6-�0 architectural staff n/a n/a 178

�1+ architectural staff n/a n/a 0

2008 2010 2012*

Population 45,28�,259 45,989,016 46,196,277

GDP, € millions 1,087,788 1,048,88� 1,06�,�55

GDP per head 24,022 22,807 2�,018

Construction output, € m 270,999 191,820 156,525

Construction as % GDP 25 18 15

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 45,000 50,000 51,000

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 1.0 1.1 1.1

Number male architects n/a n/a �8,460

Number female archts n/a n/a 12,540

Number aged under 40 n/a n/a 28,4�0

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country n/a n/a 98.9

Another country n/a n/a 1.1

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 70

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: n/a n/a 7.1

Pay: n/a n/a 2.8

Quality of life: n/a n/a 4.0

Business environment: n/a n/a 5.0

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public n/a n/a 21

by clients n/a n/a 4�

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals n/a n/a �0,250

Partners / Directors n/a n/a 18,000

Private practice Salaried n/a n/a 16,000

Freelance n/a n/a 15,000

Other Private n/a n/a 26,400

Local / central govt n/a n/a 20,000

Other Public n/a n/a 4,200

ALL n/a n/a 20,000

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal n/a n/a 45.5

Partner / director n/a n/a 42.7

Private practice salaried n/a n/a 40.0

Freelance n/a n/a 46.5

Local / central govt n/a n/a 60.0

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Sole Principal

5,800 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 145 �56 ��1

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 257,250 170,469 196,857

6 to 10 person practice �04,719 640,615 700,687

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 6�1 1,067 1,207

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff �60 646 786

2-5 architectural staff 148 287 �10

6-�0 architectural staff 102 125 104

�1+ architectural staff 21 9 7

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 8 9 12

Partners / Directors 10 14 6

Private practice Salaried �5 42 �9

Private in-house 1 2 1

Freelance 6 � 0

Other Private 6 � 16

Local / central govt 25 20 2�

Other Public 9 7 �

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 94.1 99.5 97.7

Another country 5.9 0.5 2.�

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 12

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 8.1 8.0 8.2

Pay: 6.1 6.� 6.6

Quality of life: 7.8 7.6 7.4

Business environment: 7.1 7.1 7.1

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 56 60 54

by clients 65 66 68

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals �8,�76 �8,659 51,710

Partners / Directors 44,772 5�,69� 59,620

Private practice Salaried �4,�47 �8,562 44,974

Freelance �1,980 �5,4�7 7�,119

Other Private 5,010 �7,220 44,884

Local / central govt �4,5�8 �8,122 44,78�

Other Public 4�,706 46,412 49,496

ALL �5,178 �9,174 45,559

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 4�.7 41.8 4�.2

Partner / director 41.8 4�.8 44.1

Private practice salaried 41.7 40.� 40.�

Freelance �8.0 �9.6 �8.�

Local / central govt 42.1 �9.8 40.5

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted �6� 4,277 5,028

Number of participants 1,188 1,200 1,52�

Response rate  �1% 28% �0.�

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-5% +/-�% +/- 2.2

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 9,182,927 9,�40,682 9,482,855

GDP, € millions ��4,227 ��9,215 �87,886

GDP per head �6,�97 �6,�16 40,904

Construction output, € m �8,2�7 �8,269 �8,608

Construction as % GDP 11 11 10

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * 5,400 5,600 5,800

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.6 0.6 0.6

Number male architects 2,646 2,8�5 2,860

Number female archts 2,754 2,765 2,940

Number aged under 40 2,214 1,765 1,850

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Private Practice
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Sole Principal

40,600 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 727 960 857

Average revenue per:

2 person practice �8,556 40,8�7 47,648

6 to 10 person practice 154,042 �88,7�6 225,491

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 6,497 5,8�6 7,2�2

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 2,1�6 1,488 1,097

2-5 architectural staff 2,959 �,4�� 5,06�

6-�0 architectural staff 1,221 874 1,059

�1+ architectural staff 181 40 1�

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 10 19 22

Partners / Directors 20 10 9

Private practice Salaried �5 41 42

Private in-house 1 1 0

Freelance 1� 10 7

Other Private 4 � 2

Local / central govt 7 5 6

Other Public 11 12 11

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 9�.6 96.6 95.9

Another country 6.4 �.4 4.1

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 40

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.8 7.7 7.8

Pay: 4.7 4.5 4.7

Quality of life: 5.5 5.� 5.4

Business environment: 5.8 5.7 5.6

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public �1 �2 26

by clients 15 1� 8

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 26,�66 �0,909 28,012

Partners / Directors 26,�66 18,545 25,857

Private practice Salaried 1�,988 12,�6� 11,205

Freelance 17,577 17,669 14,760

Other Private 11,952 15,222 14,652

Local / central govt 14,062 12,�6� 15,514

Other Public 10,546 12,�6� 1�,446

ALL 14,648 14,424 15,514

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 49.� 47.4 51.2

Partner / director 48.9 47.� 49.7

Private practice salaried 49.7 44.9 45.8

Freelance 46.6 44.1 49.6

Local / central govt 40.9 �9.7 40.8

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 15,981 20,494 26,��6

Number of participants 1,594 1,��2 910

Response rate  10% 7% �.5

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-2% +/-�% +/- �.2

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 70,586,256 72,561,�12 74,724,269

GDP, € millions 498,602 5��,121 555,249

GDP per head 7,064 7,�47 7,4�1

Construction output, € m 2�,572 n/a 22,�65

Construction as % GDP 5 n/a 4

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * �2,�00 �7,200 40,600

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.5 0.5 0.5

Number male architects 17,119 20,276 22,290

Number female archts 15,181 16,924 18,�10

Number aged under 40 19,70� 24,029 2�,�20

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is 2011 actual (2012 
forecast not available)

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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Public Sector
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Private Practice
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Sole Principal

��,500 architects

GDP & Construction Output

Architectural Market

Private Practice

 €s

2008 2010 2012

Estimated market (€m) 2,800 1,956 2,006

Average revenue per:

2 person practice 1�0,164 n/a 120,700

6 to 10 person practice 89�,258 542,955 760,�54

2008 2010 2012

Number of practices 5,655 6,024 6,�85

estimated number 
practices with -

1 architectural staff 2,571 �,094 �,915

2-5 architectural staff 1,596 1,815 1,740

6-�0 architectural staff 1,�02 1,022 649

�1+ architectural staff 186 9� 81

Field of Employment

per cent of architects

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 8 2� 16

Partners / Directors 17 16 27

Private practice Salaried 56 4� 40

Private in-house 4 1 2

Freelance 1 2 1

Other Private 7 � 6

Local / central govt 5 7 5

Other Public � 4 4

Workloads 2012

Response

Earnings

Architects’ Satisfaction

Architects’ Reputation

Cross-border Working

working or resident in: per cent

2008 2010 2012

Home country 9�.7 9�.8 85.4

Another country 6.� 6.2 14.6

Per cent seriously 
considered working in 
another country

n/a n/a 22

Working Hours

average rating, 0 (lowest) to 10 
(highest):

2008 2010 2012

Architecture as career: 7.2 6.9 7.2

Pay: 5.0 4.0 4.5

Quality of life: 6.1 5.7 6.1

Business environment: 6.2 5.7 6.1

how architects believe 
they are regarded:    

per cent 
‘quite’ or ‘very highly’:

2008 2010 2012

by the general public 41 �2 �5

by clients 5� 44 48

average earnings €s *

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principals 50,992 12,076 41,��8

Partners / Directors 58,�7� 48,�06 61,�27

Private practice Salaried 46,966 42,569 45,�82

Freelance n/a 4�,475 49,062

Other Private 67,095 n/a 6�,780

Local / central govt n/a 46,675 51,021

Other Public n/a 56,759 47,966

ALL 49,650 42,569 49,062

average number hours worked per 
week

2008 2010 2012

Sole Principal 47.5 40.5 44.6

Partner / director 45.� 47.5 45.8

Private practice salaried 42.� �7.1 �7.9

Freelance n/a �7.8 �9.8

Local / central govt �7.0 �6.0 �7.1

2008 2010 2012

Number  contacted 1,450 n/a 21,9�6

Number of participants 127 100 1,828

Response rate  9% n/a 8.�

Accuracy of results at 
95% confidence level +/-9% +/-10% +/- 2.2

Number of Architects 2012

Architects’ Field of Employment 2012

Social & Economic

Architectural Profession

2008 2010 2012*

Population 61,185,981 62,008,048 62,989,550

GDP, € millions 1,815,417 1,692,70� 1,746,962

GDP per head 29,670 27,298 27,7�4

Construction output, € m 251,�09 251,�29 24�,857

Construction as % GDP 14 15 14

2008 2010 2012

Number of architects * �1,600 �2,900 ��,500

Number of architects 
per 1000 population 0.5 0.5 0.5

Number male architects 24,964 2�,0�0 26,700

Number female archts 6,6�6 9,870 6,800

Number aged under 40 16,116 11,515 9,940

* Estimate. The 2010 figure may be based on different sources or 
the estimation methodology refined so this accounts for some or 
all of the difference between the 2008 and 2010 figures. 

Source:  Eurostat data converted to an index. The 2012 
construction output figure is an estimate based on year to Quarter 
2, 2012. The 2012 GDP figure is a forecast. 

*Construction output is 2011 actual, GDP is forecast for 2012.

* earnings values are unadjusted for PPP
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