
1

Architectural+policies+
developments+across+Europe

three%research%projects

4 May&2019,&Innsbruck

João Ferreira)Bento

j.bento@ucl.ac.uk



1.#Survey'on'Architectural'Policies'in'Europe

2.#Spatial'design'leadership'across'five'European'states

3.#Urban'Maestro'project

2



3



OF#ARCHITECTURE#
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French Law on Architecture |01977

In$the$European$panorama$France$was$a$pioneer$country$approving$a$Law$on$

architecture:$Loi$n° 77'2$du$3$janvier$1977$sur$l'architecture.

The$French$Law$on$Architecture$established the:

• Requirement for$Architects signature$(above 150sq$m)

• French$Order of$architects;$

• Conseils$d´Architecture,$d´Urbanisme$et$de$l´Environnement$(CAUE).$

• Mission$Interministérielle$pour$la$Qualité$des$Construtions Publiques$

(MIQCP),$in$1985;

Georges$Pompidou$Centre,$Paris$|$1977

Richard$Rogers, Renzo$Piano$&$$Gianfranco$Franchini
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EU#Architects Directive |#1985

“architecture,,the,quality,of,buildings,,the,way,in,which,they,blend,in,with,their,

surroundings,,respect,for,the,natural,and,urban,environment,and,the,collective,and,

individual,cultural,heritage,are,matters#of#public#concern’,

(Architects Directive 85/384/EEC)
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In$1991,$the$Netherlands$approved$the$first$
national$government$memorandum$on$
architectural$policy,$entitled:$Space&for&
Architecture.

The$policy$document$led$to$the$establishment$of$
several$cultural$institutions$in$the$following$years:$

@ Berlage Institute

@ Netherlands$Architecture$Fund

@ Architectuur Lokaal Foundation

@ Local$Architecture$centres (+30)

Dutch&government&Policy&on&Architecture&|&1991
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1990 1995 2000

(1991)

(1996)

(2001)Ireland0(1996)

Denmark0(1994) Scotland0(1999)

Finland0(1998)

Sweden0(1998)
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ENCOURAGES,THE,MEMBER,STATES,TO:

a) intensify,their,efforts,to,improve,the,
knowledge,and,promotion,of,architecture,
and,urban,design,

b) to,make,contracting,authorities,and,the,
general,public,more,aware,of,and,better,
trained,in,appreciation,of,architectural,,
urban,and,landscape,culture;

c) promote,architectural,quality,by,means,of,
exemplary,public,building,policies;

d) foster,the,exchange,of,information,and,
experience,in,the,field,of,architecture.

(2001/C,73/04),

EU#Council#Resolution#on#Architectural#Quality | 2001
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Leipzig'Charter'on'Sustainable'European'Cities''(2007)
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Calls on the comission and member states to:

a) make5allowance5for5architecture5in5all5relevant5
policies,5especially5in5research,5economic5and5social5
cohesion,5sustainable5development5and5educational5
policies.

b) encourage5innovation5and5experimentation5in5
sustainable5development5in5architecture,5urban5
planning5and5landscaping,5in5particular5within5the5
framework5of5European5policies5and5programs5and5
when5commissioning5public5works.

c) and5a5number5of5more5concretely5defined5actions,5
such5as5research,5an5annual5European5architecture5
event5and5measures5to5enhance5better5education5
and5public5awareness.

EU#Council#Conclusions#on#Architecture:#Culture’s#Contribution#to#Sustainable#
Development#|#2008
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Council(Conclusions(on(Architecture((2008)Council(Resolution(on(Architectural(Quality((2001)

EU#COUNCIL#RESOLUTION#&#
CONCLUSIONS#ON#ARCHITECURE#

[#SOFT#LAW#]
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2011$

A$questionnaire$was$circulated$by$email$to$

governmental$departments$responsible$for$

architectural$policy$within$each$Member$State.$

To$optimize$the$reliability$of$the$information$

collected$the$questionnaire$was$only$distributed$

to$governmental$departments.$

2012

Report$was$published$in$book$format$with$the$

financial$support$of$the$Swedish(Museum(of(

Architecture.

Survey$on$Architectural$Policies$in$Europe
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Countries*that*participated*in*the*Survey

[$2011$]
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Official'documents'on'architectural'policy

[$2011$]
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Types&of&official&documents&on&architectural&policy

[&2011&]



Chronological development of2architectural policy documents

["2011"]
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Germany

Baukultur

2004 2007

Austria

2006
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National(architectural(policies(today
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France

In#2014,#the#French#Minister#of#Culture#has#
announced#its#intention#to#launch#a#"National(

Strategy(for(the(architecture"#(SNA),#a#public#
management#tool#of#the#architect's#policy.

To#prepare#the#National#Strategy,#three#working#

groups#have#been#established#around#three#
objectives:#awareness,#innovation#and#growth.

The#National#Strategy#on#Architecture#was#
formally#adopted#on#October#2015.#



22

Croacia'(2013) Hungary'(2015)

Comprehensive'Policy'(type'2)
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Portugal)(2015)

National Policy on
Architecture and Landscape

Comprehensive)Policy)(type)2)
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Czech&Republic&(2015) Slovenia&(2017)

Comprehensive&Policy&(type&2)
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Austria

20112006

22&August&2017

Comprehensive0Policy0(type02)



Chronological+development+of+architectural+policies
Survey (2011)

[-2011-]

EU-Resolution-(2011)
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Germany

Baukultur

2004 2007 2014
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Baukultur
Germany

2016

Switzerland

2015
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Types&of&official&documents&on&architectural&policy

[&2011&]
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Types&of&public&policies&on&Architecture&in&Europe

+



34



35



36



37



38



• Does%State%Architect%teams%able%to%deliver%effective%spatial%design%leadership%
across%the%different%sectors%and%levels%of%public%administration?%%

• If%yes,%what%are%its%main%policy%instruments?%

• What%has%been%the%impact%extent%of%State%Architects%on%processes%of%design%
governance?%%

• What%other%models%of%spatial%design%leadership%are%there?

Research(questions(
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Ireland

Scotland

Denmark

Flanders
Vienna

Scope
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The$case$of$Flanders
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Leo$Van$Broek
Flemish*Government*Architect
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According)with)the)policy)paper,)its)core)tasks)are:

1. Providing)support'and'guidance'to'public'principals'on)projects)
within)the)framework)of)concrete)developments;

2. Contributing)actively)to)the)development'of'vision'and'
reflection,)resulting)in)policy)advice)and)initiatives)related)to)
social)challenges)and)their)implications)and)possibilities)in)terms)
of)highBquality)design)and)construction.

• communicating'and'raising'awareness'about)topical)issues)
and)creating)an)everyday)environment)of)highBquality)
architecture;

• advising'about'sticking'points'and)gaps)in)the)regulations,)in)
relation)to)architectural)quality)in)the)wide)sense;

• providing)opportunities)for)young)designers.

Flanders

Flemish Government Architect
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The$case$of$Vienna
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Franz&Kobermaier
Director*of*Architecture*and*Urban*Design



49



50



3.#Spatial#design#leadership:#cross#analysis
51

Policy

Actors

Tools

Governance

Partnership

Mission

IR
SC

VL
WZ DK
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Policy approach

Policy concepts

Architecture +,placemaking

Architecture +,built environment

Architecture +,place

Architecture +,built environment

Baukultur
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Actors

State design.champions

*$Senior$Adviser$responsible$by$the$supervision$of$the$architectural$policy$implementation$in$Denmark.$
**$Director$responsible$by$advising$on$the$quality$of$architecture$and$urban$design$within$the$state$of$Vienna.
A No$information



Design
advisor

Change
agent/leader

IrelandDenmark

Vienna Scotland

Flanders
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Mission

Mission spectrum of State Design2Champions

Design6advisor:
• More6limited6role6
• Increase6design6capacity/skill6level6
• Design6support6for6mainstream6

development6/6control6planners

Change6agent/leader:
• More6expansive role6
• To6provoke6and6enable6
• Lead6organizational6culture6

change
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Compass

Government-should-steer-and-lead-by-example



URBAN MAESTRO
URBAN+DESIGN GOVERNANCE
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The$quality$of$urban$places$in$cities results$from$complex$combination$of$factors,$$

behaviours,$and$decisions$from$multiple stakeholders.
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URBAN MAESTRO
focuses1on1the1“soft1power”1modalities of1urban1design11

governance*1and1the1approaches1where1public1authorities1act1in11
a1semiCformal1or1informal capacity.
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URBAN&MAESTRO&aims to:

map&out&the&design&governance&landscape in&jurisdictions&&across&

Europe&(hard&and&soft&/&formal&and informal)

1.

drill&down&into&the&exemplary&practices&via&&a&series&of&panH

European workshops

2.

compare&the&experiences&in&Europe&to&international practices3.

use&the&initiative&to&build&a&longHterm&network&for&peerHtoHpeer&&

collaboration&and learning

4.

support&policy&uptake focused&on&the&drive&to&urban&quality&&across&

Europe&and&globally

5.
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www.urbanmaestro.org

info@urbanmaestro.org

http://www.urbanmaestro.org/
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