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APOLITIKA 1Z EUROPSKOGA KUTA, RAZGOVOR $A SELMOM HARRINGTON

VIJECE ARHITEKATA EUROPE KAO PLATFORMA

ZA PROMICANJE ARHITEKTONSKE POLITIKE

GLAVNI ELEMENT ARHITEKTONSKE POLITIKE: UCINIT! DA SE NAS RAD
PRIZNA KAO VAZAN DOPRINGS KAKO TRZISTU, TAKO | DOBROBITI DRUSTVA

RAZGOVARALA
RENATA MARGARETIC URLIC —

Preispitivanje, sposobnost [ promiliauje kratki
Je stogan programa lojim se Selina Harrington
kandidirala za predsjednicu Vijeca arhitekata
Europe. Obecala je élanstvu ACE-a da ée se luoz
dvogodidnji mandat (de 2012, godine) boriti za
bolji polofaj arhitekture i arhitekala u europ-
skim politi¢kim tijelima i draftva.

Irska arhitektica podrijetiom iz Saraje-
va Selma Harrington odmalena ljetuie na hr-
vatskoj obali. Iskustvo je stekla u stambenim,
obrazovnim, komerciialuim i zdravstvenim
projektima te u obnovi i revitalizaciji urbanog
tkiva radedi u Irskaj, srednjoj i zapadnej Euro-
pi; Africi | jugoisto@noj Aziji. Temedu ostaloga,
bila je i predsjednica RIAT (Kralevskog institu-
ta irskih arhitekata) za medunarodne odnose,
voditeljica Irskog izaslanstva i aktivna Sanica
ACE-z do 2603, Osim toga obavliala je duZnosti
glavne tajnice ECIA-¢ {(Europskog vijeda arhite-
kata wnutarnjeg uredenja) 2004. - 2008. i pred-
sjednice Instituta irskih dizajnera (ID1), 2003.,
te organizatorice UlA-ina seminara Arhitekiura
& siromasivo 2002, godine. Na samom pofetku
Kongresa predstavila je rad Vijeda arhitekala
Europe { adgovorila na neka pitanja koja smo
joj postavili.

Modete i ukratko opisati organizaciju Vijeca ar-
hiteketa Furope?

Mi smo Elanska platforma, s otpriiike 47 orga-
nizacija &anica iz 33 zemlje, Pokrivamo golem

APOLITIKA VIEWED FROM THE EURCPEAN CORNER,
INTERVIEW WITH SELMA HARRINGTON

ARCHITECTS' COUNCIL OF EURQPE
AS A PLATFORM FOR PROMOTING
ARCHITECTURAL POLICY

BASIC ELEMENTS OF ARCHITECTURAL POLICIES:

TO GET RECOGNITION THAT OUR WORK 15 A SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTTION TO THE ECONOMY AND WELLBEING OF
SOCIETY

interview by Renata Margareti¢ Urli¢

The pelicy platform based on which Selma Harrington ran
for the President of the Architects' Council of Europe can be
summed up In the slogan Review, Resource, Re-imagine, She
has promised the Member Gryanisations of the ACE to pursue
this policy during her two y2ars. in order to strengthen further
the ACE and the position of architecture and architects in Euro-
pean policies and society.

Are Irish architect, originally from Sarajevo, Selma Har-
rington spent her summer holidays on the Croatian coast.
She bacame a president of the ACE for a twao year period. She

teritorij punopravnil clanica, vz nekolike ¢a-
nica s posebnin statusem jer nisu punopravine
tanice Europske zajednice (poput Hivaiske,
primjerice). Zanimkivo je kod nadeg élanstva
da ga ¢ine organizacije-clanice, strukovne or-
ganizacije poput UHA-¢, ali i regulativiza, licen-
cna tijela, koja se u nekim drzavama nazivaju
sluzhenim wutoriretimea il kemorama. U nekim,
pak, zemljama - primjerice u Irskoj - ove dvije
funkeije su pod istim krovom, s pripadajuéim
specificnostima djelovanja. To je, dakle, jedin-
stvena prednost ovakve organizaciie jer moze-
mo promisliati i o Sirim pitanjima arhitekeon-
ske stiuke, ali i o regulatornim problemima i
njibovu medusobnom dijalogu te kreirati za-
Jjedni¢ku platformu na toj razini,

Koltko arhitekate ili organizacije vi zaprave
predstavijate?

Mivolimo redi, na osnovi svojeg élanstva i Glan-
skih organizacija, da mi predstavlijamo otpri-
like 514 ooo aktivnih arhitekata, iako ih pred-
stavljamo neizravno. Ako pogledate cjelolaupnu
populaciju Burope, to znaéi da mi otprilike
predstavijamo manje od 0,1% . Prije svega, mi
SO mieina organizacija s malim, afi wéinko-
vitim uredom u Bruxellesu § svojim Tajnitvom,
Ostatak poslova obavljaju izabrani predstavni-
ci i Upravni odbor s deset &lanova i predsjedni-
kom, kao i putem ragnih podrudjai radnih sku-
pina. Drago mi je spomenuti i da je jedan od
Elanova Upraviog odbora iz Hrvatske Viadimir
Petrovié izabran ove godine zajedno sa maom.

has practised architecture In ireland, Central Europe, Western
Europe, Africa and South-East Asia, and Is currently seif-em-
ployed. This atlows her to undertake consultancy and lectur-
ing duties, atongside her work as an architect. She has served,
among other rales, as a Chairperson of the 1Al International
Afairs, Head of the Irish delegation to the ACE and is an ac-
tive member of ACE since 2003, She was atso a Secretary Gen-
eral of the European Councii of Interior Architects from 2004
to 2008, a President of the Institate of Designers in Iretang in
2003, and organizer of the UIA Seminar ‘Architecture & Pov-
erty’, 2002.

Al the beginning of congress’s arogram she introduced the
goals and activities of Architects’ Council of Europe, and an-
swered some questions for our magazine:

Can you shiortly describe the orgonization of Architects’ Coun-
cll of Europe?

We are a membership platform with some 47 member o1-
genizations from 33 countries. We cover 2 large tertitory of
{ull membership countries, in addition to few countries with
special status, because of them belng non-EU countries (and
Croatla is one of thom). What Is interesting about cur member-
ship is that we are composed of member organizations, profes-
sional organizations {ike your Croatian Architects' Association,

Koja je glavaa misije Vifeca arhitekata Europe |
ketkva ona wopce mede biti platforma za sve eu-
ropske arhitekte?

U osnovi, glavni cilj Vijeéa arhitelata Europe je
da bude platforma za ljnde kako bi fzmjeniiva-
li poglede i zatim formulirali zajednigku politi-
ku. Ta politika bi trebala biti temelj zagovara-
nja interesa na eurepskoj { nacionaino razini.
Mt bismo Zeljeli biti vodié, posrednik izmedu
nacionalnih i europskih politika,

ZAGOVARANJE ARHITEKTONSKIH POLITIKA
NA NACIONALNOJ RAZINI

Jedna od klju¢nih tema prodiih godina bila je
i afirmacija arhitektonske politike na nacio-
nalnim razinama. Neke od nagih &lanica ima-
Jumanje ili vide razvijenu politiku i suradnju sa
svojim vladama. Osim promoviranja arhitek-
tonske politike, vilo vaZan aspeke nageg rada je
i sustav regulativa, pa na razini Europske zajed-
nice mi nadgledamo, reagiramo § djelgemo,
posebice kad je rije¢ o smjernicama koje dola-
ze od europske administracije, aduosno onih
koji reguliraju sustav profesionalne kvalifikaci-
je, $to je od iznimme vaZnostf za nas.

Uz arlitektonsku politiku odriivost je jedna od
glavnik tema Kongresa i jedna od omiljenih tema
VAE-. Kako wopde arhitekti mogu pridenijeti
kvaliteti zivota?

Energetska uCinkovitost zgradd | promjena di-
reletive u tom smislu je ved pekrenuta i, kao $to
znate, mnoge europske vlade veé su pokazale
svoju odluénost da udine nedto o vezi s klimas-

and of regulatory licensing bodies, which in some countries
we call competent quthorities or chambers. ln some member
countries, however - in Ireland for exampte - the two functions
are unified under one umbrelia with specific sort of methodoks
agy of work. So that Is a unique advantage of this type of mem-
bership, because we can look into both the broader issues of
architectural protession and at regulatory issues and they can
exchange and formutate common platfarms at that level.

How many orchitects or orgonizations do you actunlly represent?
We'd like to say, based on the prefile of our membership
and member organizations, that we actualiy represent about
514,000 practicing architects in the field, although we rep-
resent them indirectly, If you look at the scale of poputation
in Ecrope, that means that, roughly, we represent  little bit
less then 0.1%. We are essentially a network organization that
has a smali but efficient office in Bruxelies and its Secretariat.
The rest of the tasks are mainly carried out by the elected
representatives, or through the board of ten members with a
president. It's happering also through the work of different
thematic areas and working groups. I'm very happy to say, as
you probably know, that one of board members is Viadimir
Petrovic from Croatia, who has been elected this year, together
with me,
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skim promjenama, posehice u smanjenju is-
pudnih plinova i 8to se toga ti¢e postavljeni su
ved vrto strikini i definirani eiljevi za 2020. go-
dinu. Midljenja smo da arhitekti, kao protago-
nisti gradevine industrije, ¢ije zgrade sudjeluju
$ 40% u ovoj energetskoj potrodnji, mogu udini-
ti mnogo. Zelimo biti predvodnici tog procesa
smanjenja ispusnih plinova.

ARHITEKT! DAJU VAZAN DOPRINOS

KVALITETI ZIVOTA

Takoder, mi uvijek vierujeme da smo zbog svog
obrazovanja, profesionalne etike i strukovnog
profila vaZni u doprincsu poboljfanju lovalite-
te #ivota drudtva u gjelini. Cak i na ovogodis-
njem Venecijanskom bijenali tema je bila Lju-
di se susrecu w arhitekturi. Nanedavno odrianoj
konferenciji Fwropskeg foruma o arhitekton-
skof politici v Bruxellesu, za vrijeme belgijskog
Stvena
kohezija. Dakle, poznati Zargon, spominjan
prije 20 godina, viada se zbog niske kvalitete
Zivota u Buropi za vedinu niezinih gradana za-
hvaljujudi ekonomskim promjenama i krizi. Mi
kao arhitekti imamo dosta tega redii pridonije-
th i upravo ta se moramo uspeti na politickim
jjestvama kako bismo imali utjecaja.

Kaoje su poslicdice ovakveg laissez faire triista za-
dnjil desetljeca?

What Is the main mission of the Architects’ Council of Eurepe,
ond what kind of platform con it be for afl of the European ar-
chitects?

Essentially, the main goal of the Architects’ Council of Europe
is to be a platform for people, to exchange views and then to
formulate common policies. Those commeon policies are then
meant to create advocacy at £uropean level and also advocacy
atnational levels. We aspire to be a vehicle, a conduit between
nationat and European palicies through the work through ACE.

PROMOTING THE ARCHITECTURAL POLICY

AT NATIONAL LEVEL

One of the key issues, in the recent years of course, was also
promoting the architectural policles at national levels. Some
of our membership organizations have more or less advanced
policies and better cooperation with their national govern-
ments. Apart from promoting architectural policles, a very
important dimension of our work is the regulatory framework,
and on the EU levet we monitor, react to and interact in par-
ticular with the directives that come from £uropean adminis-
trations and that requiate either professional goalifications
directives, which is very important for us.

Toje zapravo uvezi s mehanizmima triidta koje
ima svoj plan i program, ali i u vez: s kulturom
razliditosti, Jedan od eksplicitnih ciljeva Europ-
ske zajednice u svim njezinim dokumentima
jest i odrianje kulture ifitosti jer se njome
ovaj kontinent ponosi, to je nad unigum. Mo-
ram spomenuti éak i toalete u hotelu u kojem
se nalazimo. Divno je vidjeti prekrasni portu-
galski kamen boje Sokolade itd. No razodarana
sam $te vide nema grafika hivatskih umjetnika,
koje sam vidala prije 20 ili vife godina duZ nage
obale. Gdje je taj identitet i ta raziicitost i trzis-
ni izbori? Cak i na vrlo prizemnoj i jednostav-
noj razini specificiranja, kao struénjaci mi mo-
zemo i trebamo ufiniti nedto.

Je li moguée da VEA prevzme wlogu duvara ili za-
Stitnika dostojanstva nase struke?

Postaji edredeno propadanje, mozda tek privid
erozije, no postoji evozija nadega strikovnog
profila, ¢ak i v nacine na koji se razvija nade
obrazovanje. Je 11 Bolonja kao proces pridoni-
jela tome, je li moZda dopustila drugim stru-
kama da se razgranaju na razhcitim razinama,
zbunjuje i sve to javnost, to su teme § kojima
se moramo uhvatiti u kodtac i na njih primje-
reno odgovoriti, Kac struka tezimo introspek-
¢iji i znamo provoditi mnogo vremena preispi-
tujudi sami sehe, pri¢ajudi sami sa sobom, pa
i to moZe pridenijeti tom dojmu propadanja u
javnosti.

Beside architecturel policy, sustoinability as one of the main
issues of our Congress is also one of the favorite taplcs of ACE.
How can architects actuaily contribute to the quaiity of life?
Energy performance in buildings and the recast directive is al-
ready in place and you know predably that a lot of Eutopean
governments have shown a huge commitment te do some-
thing about the climate change, having quite strict and defined
targets set for 2020. to reduce these emissions. We feel that
we, 2s architects, 2s actors in the construction process where
buildings contribute about 40 % of this energy, can do a lotand
that we can be leaders in that process of contributing to the
reduction of emisstons.

ARCHITECTS ARE {MPORTANT CONTRIBUTORS

TO THE QUALITY OF LIFE

But aiso we always fee! that cur education and our prefession-
&l ethics and profile lead us to believe and state how important
we are to contributing to the quality of life in broader seciety.
Even at the Venice blennale, the subject this year was People
meet in architecture. At arecent conference of European forum
of architectura! policy recently in Bruxelles, durlng the Belglan
presidency event, the main tepic was social coheston. So the
jargon we are perhaps too familiar, for maybe 20 years now,
35 coming back, haunting us because of the low quatity of life

ZVATI ARHITEKTA PITANJE JE 5AD

Moida to nije tako u drugim zemljama, ali u ir-
skoj javnost katkad jo§ uvijek ne zna treba liié
inZenjeru kad gradi kudu ili progjenitelju {gr-
antity surveyor, nap. a.), jednom struénjaku ko-
jeg vjerojamo nemate ovdje kao zanimanje. G
nekim nafim zemljama Clanicama, vjercjatno
vise nego kod vas, postoji nedostatak veze iz-
medu urbanizina, ¢dnosne arhitekta kao za-
nimanja i prosternog planiranja i urbanizma
moZda zahvaljujuéi nafinu na koji se struka
predstavlja putem obrazovanja, pa tako v mno-
gim sustavima arhitekti jedino - grade kucde,
Zbog gospodarstva i njegovih zakonitosti mo-
ramo se penovno povezati i vratiti svoj polofaj
kalo bismo se pozicionirali na vrijeme za pro-
cese koji ée nam osigurati poslove.

Kako se arhitekt! mogu nositi s izazavima naseg
vremena i $te vi smatrate trajnim promjenama u
njihovoj ulozi ili profifu?

Jo3 jedan izazov za nas kae struénjake su teh-
nologija i njezina dostigruéa koja katikad ne
prihvadamo develjno brzo il katkad pribvada-
mo samo selektivne ili ih prihvacaju drugi. Sof-
tverska rjefenja trebamo shvatiti i kreativho
prilvatiti i upetrijebiti. Indikatori odriivosti il
softver koil tek pribvadamo moie nagim klijen-
tima ilustrirati §to i koliko nade zgrade ili nji-
hove opne mogu uéiniti na smanjenju gubitka
energije, Njih svakako moramo bolje prouditi i

in Europe for the majerity of citizens due to economic changes
and the crisis. We, as architects, have 4 lot to say and to con-
tribute and that's where we need to climb up at the political
ladder to be able to exert influence,

What are the impocts of this iplssez foirg - sort of morket in
the lost decades?

That is really related to the mechanisms on the market that has
its plan and program right now, also to the calture and unity in
diversity. One of the stated goals of European Union in ail of
the documents remains maintenance of the culture of diversity
kecause that is what this continent prides itself on, that is our
unigum, | have to make a reference even fo the bathrooms in
the hotel where we are, it's great to see very beautiful Portu-
guese stone, chocolate colored and so on. | am disappointed
not {0 see any graphics from Croatfan artists as | used to see
them 20 or more years ago afong our coast, Where is that
iderdity and diversily and market choices? Even on the very
plain and simple level of specifying, we professionals can and
should do something about that.



